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MDOT believes that transportation policies and decisions should protect the natural,
community, and historic resources of the State and encourage development in areas that
are best able to support growth. MDOT takes a comprehensive approach to transportation
planning and investment focused on minimizing the negative impacts of projects and
mitigating those that cannot be avoided. MDOT is working with other State agencies to
develop plans to address key environmental challenges, including the Climate Action Plan
and the State Development Plan. Using sound approaches, growth and development can
take place while preserving and protecting irreplaceable resources and maintaining the
high quality of life Maryland affords.

MDOT has identified three primary objectives to help protect the environment and support
efficient land use development:
® Coordinate land use and transportation planning to better promote Smart Growth.
@ Preserve and enhance Maryland's natural, community, and historic resources.

@ Support initiatives that further our commitments to environmental quality.




2009 MARYLAND TRANSPORTATION PLAN

OBJECTIVE: COORDINATE LAND USE AND
TRANSPORTATION PLANNING TO BETTER PROMOTE
SMART GROWTH

Transportation investments can play a key role in supporting and
encouraging Smart Growth—the concept that future growth should be
efficient, compact, and sustainable. Under Governor 0'Malley's Smart,
Green & Growing initiative, Maryland promotes Smart Growth that
encourages development where there is existing infrastructure, preserves
valuable natural resources, reduces the cost to taxpayers of building new
infrastructure (including transportation), and provides a high quality of life.

Transportation both supports development by providing the means for
residents to connect to businesses and goods to connect to consumers—and
encourages development—by making planned growth areas more accessible
to homes and businesses. A new Interstate highway lane or transit station
can make it easier and faster to reach desired destinations. At the same time,
new transportation infrastructure can induce travel by reducing the cost of
transportation, thus inadvertently supporting inefficient development
patterns.

With growing public concern about air quality, climate change, energy costs,
and congestion, MDOT has a renewed commitment to Smart Growth. MDOT
supports transit-oriented development, working with government agencies,
municipalities, private developers, and communities to redevelop transit
station areas and surrounding properties into denser, mixed-use communities.

MDOT will continue to support Statewide planning efforts, including the
Smart Growth Sub-Cabinet and the Maryland Department of Planning's State
Development Plan, which will provide a long-range vision for sustainable
growth and development in Maryland, similar to the vision that the MTP
provides for transportation.




OBJECTIVE: PRESERVE AND ENHANCE
MARYLAND'S NATURAL, COMMUNITY, AND
HISTORIC RESOURCES

The State of Maryland possesses important natural, community, and
historic resources that contribute to the State’s quality of life.
Maryland has over 7,000 miles of shoreline on the Chesapeake Bay
and the Atlantic Ocean, 15 National Parks and Historic Sites, 260,000
acres of State parks, and 600,000 acres of wetlands. Maryland's
historical and cultural resources include archeological sites, Civil War
and African-American historical sites, and historic bridges and
lighthouses. Understanding that natural resources are limited, MDOT
has committed to reducing waste, minimizing the negative impacts of
transportation investments, protecting the natural environment, and
ensuring that future generations will be able to enjoy these resources.

MDOT works to ensure that transportation investments and system
operations are consistent with Federal and State environmental
requirements, including the National Environmental Policy Act, the
Clean Air Act and amendments, the Clean Water Act, and the
environmental planning requirements of the Safe, Accountable,
Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users
(SAFETEA-LU). MDOT works closely with its State agency partners who
have responsibility for issuing permits across a range of potential
environmental impacts, both to minimize potential impacts and to
ensure the efficient issuing of permits.

MDOT will continue to include environmental considerations in all
transportation investment decisions and work with partners to protect
the natural, historic, and community resources that contribute to
Maryland's quality of life.




2009 MARYLAND TRANSPORTATION PLAN

OBJECTIVE: SUPPORT INITIATIVES THAT FURTHER OUR
COMMITMENTS TO ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

MDOT's commitment to environmental quality goes beyond meeting State
and Federal regulations. Though State and Federal initiatives over the past
several decades have provided Maryland with the opportunity to improve
and maintain a cleaner, healthier environment, MDOT believes that the
transportation sector must take proactive responsibility for its impact on the
environment.

MDOT considers environmental consequences and opportunities in all of its
actions, whether building new infrastructure, operating the highway and
transit systems, or running the various offices that make up the Department.
MDOT considers both large and small actions that contribute to
environmental quality. MDOT developed a headquarters building that is a
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED™ Gold) certified
building using high performance building standards. SHA is working to
restore wetlands and improve streams throughout the State, above and
beyond what is required to address specific project impacts. Several agencies
are using hybrid and alternate fuel vehicles in their fleets to minimize
gasoline consumption. MDOT continues to work to increase recycling and
innovate reuse of materials.

Even as MDOT works to meet existing standards and address today's
challenges, MDOT is looking ahead to tomorrow's concerns. MDOT is working
with the Governor's Commission on Climate Change to identify State and
regional strategies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from transportation
sources, including purchasing more efficient fleet cars, purchasing
locomotives and buses with reduced emissions, mandating that new
buildings incorporate “green features,” and minimizing the greenhouse gases
generated by MDOT's activities.
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